This publication offers the clinical biochemist rapid introduction and guidance to both gas-liquid (GLC) and high performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) and some of their applications.
It is divided into three chapters. Chapter one deals with the basics of chromatographic theory and is divided into 6 sections. It may not be fully comprehensive, which is probably reflected in the citations of rather old references.
Chapter two deals with several aspects of GLC including sample presentation to the instrument, column and detector choice, quantitation of the analyte and selected applications in clinical chemistry. It is a well written chapter with informative illustrations and practical examples. One table within this chapter gives a synoptic view of drug analysis by GLC which is particularly useful.
Chapter three deals with many different aspects of HPLC including column choice, solvent parameters, equipment assembly, detector choice and selective applications of HPLC in clinical chemistry. This chapter is by far the longest and is divided into 15 sections. The whole book has a clear emphasis on HPLC methodology and its applications to clinical biochemistry. This is probably also reflected in the larger reference section of this chapter.
In addition the glossary of chromatographic terms at the end of the book is useful.
This book offers good guidance to GLC and HPLC techniques in clinical biochemistry, is well written and should be recommended to a wide audience concerned with analytical and separation procedures in clinical biochemistry. However, the reader may need to go to more detailed books to further their understanding of analytical and chromatographic sciences.
J T BORLAKOGLU

108
Poison Detection in Human Organs. 4th edn. By Alan S Curry. Springfield, IL: Charles C Thomas, 1988. Pp 450; Price 554.50.
Since its first edition, this estimable book has tripled in size, reflecting the vast increase in the methods available to the practising toxicologist over the last quartercentury. The fourth edition still covers all aspects of the analytical process from sampling through analysis by both simple and more complex methods to interpretation. It includes sections on emergency toxicology in the living patient, on screening for drugs of abuse, and on investigations on the dead. An alphabetical list of analyses includes old favourites like abortion enquiries and arsenic and more recent problems like cannabis, cocaine and tetraethyl lead. The techniques discussed include colorimetric and spectrophotometric analyses; TLC, GLC, and HPLC; and immunoassays. Over half of the more than 500 references are from the last decade. The text both reflects the author's wide experience and is highly readable and enlivened by wit.
The book is essential reading for all clinical biochemists interested in toxicology; and is particularly valuable for those whose toxicology problems are increasing as the time available diminishes. In dealing with the subject, Dr Curry never allows himself to be dominated by the techniques at the expense of the point of the analyses.
For many years, a copy of 'Curry' has been invaluable in all toxicology laboratories. This fourth edition will undoubtedly continue that tradition, and will educate clinical biochemists and illuminate the detection of poisons for many years to come.
